
 

HISTORY INTENT FOR OUR PROGRAMME OF STUDY:                            
KNOWLEDGE, PROGRESSION, COVERAGE 

 
(PRIOR, NOW, NEXT) 

 

Our core school intent runs through every aspect of our teaching and learning. It is our philosophy and approach in every             
subject area. It is how we teach and learn. Every leader commits to this. But every subject must have its own Programme of 
Study - its own lines of progression for the knowledge and skills we plan to teach and therefore its own rationale/intent for 

what we teach and learn. This is the rationale for this ‘prior, now and next’ in history. 

 

Using the National Curriculum, we have designed a study programme with three constant areas of study which build           
progressively and logically over seven years: 

CHRONOLOGY STUDY (TERMED ASPECT/WIDER STUDY IN KS1); 

CIVILISATION STUDY; 

LOCAL STUDY. 

Each of which are designed to build upon and consolidate knowledge and harness skills along the way. They start specific 
and then widen as our children’s experience and understanding grows.  

 

CHRONOLOGY STUDY starts with a focus upon establishing past and present and how 'things' common to the children's 
lives and experiences change over time during the Early Years through our 'I Wonder...' statements. As the National            

Curriculum suggests, we then move into a tighter focus of an aspect, place or people in our chronology work in KS1 - each  
of which hint at the periods of history to follow in KS2. Then we move into a full chronological story from the end of the 

Iron Age through to Britain post WW2. Each flowing, building, comparing and contrasting as they weave across the                       
remaining years. 

 

CIVILISATION STUDY means we have placed two contrasting ancient European and non-European civilisation studies               
alongside each other in Year 4&5 to offer that immediate comparison and we hint further towards this in our carefully 

placed Amazon/Mayan studies in Year 5. 

 

LOCAL STUDY is a constant feature across seven years. Designed to build out from personal, immediate experiences in            
Early Years, into St Annes, The Fylde Coast, Blackpool and West Lancashire (across the subsequent six years) and each            

time gradually building in the importance of tourism and the coastline to its rise and growth alongside the theme                 
of social change and war from the Victorian period onwards in Upper Key Stage 2. Our curriculum evaluation spoke loudly 
about the need for our children to understand their home region. The National Curriculum does the same. Therefore we 

have constructed LOCAL STUDY as an ever-present thread for this.   


